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Welcome to Schull Community College 

 

We hope you will enjoy your time here.   

It will involve a lot of changes and new 

experiences for you, so we put together 

this booklet to help you settle in well. 

The booklet explains a lot about secondary school.  Hopefully it will answer 

some of your questions and help to prepare you for the exciting changes.  

 

Remember that there is always help and support available in the school for any 

questions or difficulties you might have.  The booklet has some information on 

this and more will be explained to you when you start in the school. 

We look forward to meeting you! 

    

Sarah Buckley     Brendan Drinan 
Principal     Deputy Principal  
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A Little Bit about Our School 

 

Schull Community College opened in September 1983.  There are about 400 students 

and 40 staff.  Over the years, there have been lots of new classrooms added on and 

new facilities for students to enjoy. 

 

 

There are many classrooms which are quite like the classrooms in primary school. In 

first year, all students have one classroom where they go for most subjects. There 

are also some specialised rooms. These rooms have all the materials and equipment 

needed for subjects like Home Economics, Engineering, Wood Technology, Science, 

Visual Art and Graphics.  There are some photos later in the booklet. The newest 

room in the school is the class for students with complex needs. 

 

 

The school has a PE Hall with lots of great equipment, a canteen with a tuck shop, a 

pitch, a planetarium, a gym, a squash court and basketball courts.  The Sailing Centre 

is also on the school grounds and students can try out sailing and kayaking during 

their time at the school.   

 

 

The school has a Careers Office and a Pastoral Care Office.  These are part of the 

Student Support team.  Alongside Class Tutors, this means that there are a few 

places that students can go for help if anything is bothering them.  The Educational 

Support Department in the school also gives help to students.  There is more 

information about all of this later on in the booklet. 
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Map of Our School 

 

This plan shows the ground floor of our school. 

Have a look!  See can you find the ……… 

Home Economics room    □ 

2 Science labs     □ 

Engineering Room    □ 

Construction Room    □ 

PE Hall      □ 

Canteen     □ 

Tuck shop     □ 

Toilets      □ 

The stairs to go up to the first floor  □ 
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This plan shows the first floor of the school. 

There are six staircases and four separate first floor areas. 

Have a look for…. 

Classroom 21, 22, 23 and 27 

(these are the classes where the Education Support classes are based.)   □ 

Computer Rooms 18 and 19         □ 

The Career Guidance office        □ 
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The Student Entrance: 

      

     

 

Coming in these doors, you will find yourself just outside the Construction Room, Room 12.  Walk to 

your right to get to the PE Hall for your first meeting on your first day in first year! 

 

 

Please mind the traffic near the main entrance which should only be used by cars.  Many students 

walk to school along the shore.  That’s a refreshing way to start the day! 
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Rooms and Facilities: 

The next few pages show photos of some of the rooms in the school with a very short explanation of 

what goes on in those rooms. 

Classrooms: Most subjects are taught in classrooms like this one. In first year, students are based in 

one classroom, so that you don’t have to move around the school too much. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuck shop: Forgot your lunch?  No 

problem. There is hot and cold 

food and snacks available to buy in 

the tuck shop. 

 

 

 

 

Science labs (rooms 

11 and 13): Like to 

experiment with 

solids and liquids?  

Care to dissect? This 

is where you’ll learn 

how. 
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Home Ec Room  

(Room 10): Do not pass here if you are 

hungry.  The delicious baking smells make 

tummies rumble louder! 

 

 

 

 

Construction Room (Room12): It’ll certainly be handy to know how to use the tools in this room

 

 

Engineering (Room 9): Figure out how to create from metal 

 

 

Computer room (Room 19): The online 

platform we use is Microsoft Office.  See 

Page 19 for more information. 
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Room 15: 

A student who needs additional multifaceted supports might enrol in our newest class in the school, 

based in Room 15.  The students here have a number of facilities others might be jealous of, 

including bean bags and their own kitchen! Students also attend classes with their year group but 

they come back to base in Room 15 for tailored classes, a rest and other support. 

 

 

 

 

 

The relaxing zone in Room 15 

 

 

 

Canteen with lockers    Main corridor and toilets 

 

 

PE Hall      Courtyard Entrance 
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The School Staff – What do all the titles mean?! 

 

My First Year Class: 

When you start in September, you will be in a class group called 1A, 1B or 1C.  This is the group that 

you will go to all your classes with throughout first year.   

 

Class Tutor: 

The Class Tutor is one of the teachers you have for a first-year subject.  It might be your Maths 

teacher or your English teacher for example.  You will be told who your Class Tutor is on your first 

day in the school.  This teacher takes charge of leading the class.  They will explain more about the 

school to you as the year goes on.  If you have any queries or concerns your Class Tutor is the best 

first person to go to and they are always willing to answer questions and help you on your way.  If 

there is an event coming up in the school, your Class Tutor will be the person to let you know about 

it.  If there is a problem in the class, other teachers will talk to the Class Tutor to resolve it. 

 

Year Head: 

The Year Head works with the Class Tutors to take care of everyone in the year group.  Your Year 

Head might also teach you one of your subjects. 

 

Principal and Deputy Principal: 

The job of the Principal is to run the school.  The Deputy Principal helps out and also teaches some 

classes. Their jobs are very varied and busy. For students, if there is ever a need to talk to the 

Principal or Deputy, they can usually be found in their offices or around the corridors at break times.  

Check out the map of the school to see where their offices are. 
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SNAs: 

SNAs (Special Needs Assistants) are a very important help for students. They are always willing to 

help students with any queries or problems.  Some students who have difficulty with learning or 

organising might get to know the SNAs really well.  In our school the SNAs like to help everybody.  

Forgotten a book?  Lost? Confused about an instruction in class? Worried about something? The 

SNAs may be able to help or, if not, they can help you find someone to sort the issue. 

 

Subject teachers: 

These are the individual teachers who teach you the subjects on your timetable.  Each teacher 

teaches at least one subject and some teach many different subjects.  Some teachers are also Class 

Tutors and Year Heads. 

 

Caretaker and Cleaners: 

Did you spot the caretaker’s office on the map? Well, that’s a bit difficult!  It is an office along the 

main corridor called “Ancillary Staff”. The caretaker, Roy, and the cleaners, Nuala and Anda, are 

based here.  You may spot them around the building taking care of the facilities throughout the day 

and in the evening. 

  
Nuala and Anda     Roy 
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Secretaries: 

The front office, at reception, is the place to find the secretaries, Nora and Jackie.  You may be asked 

to go to this office if you need to collect anything or make a phonecall home for example. 

 
Nora and Jackie 

 

Student Support:  

Whether it’s a school, home or personal problem, our students need to know that there is always 

someone to talk to. Ms Barry and Ms McCarthy lead the Student Support team in the school. Their 

offices are next door to each other, upstairs, beside Room 20.  Have a look to see if you can spot 

those offices.  Ms Barry is in the Career Guidance Office and Ms McCarthy is in the Pastoral Care 

office which focusses on caring for the wellbeing of our students.  Their doors are open and there is 

always a welcome and a listening ear, no matter how big or small the problem may seem.  

 
Ms Barry and Ms Mc Carthy 
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Education Support: 

Did you know that more than 10% of second level students need academic support at some time or 

other to help them achieve their best potential in school?  This could be help to become organised 

and independent.  It could be help with a subject.  It is sometimes diagnosed as a particular need 

such as Dyslexia, Dyspraxia, Dyscalculia or Autism.  The list of possible reasons is very long!  Most 

often, there is no specific reason but a student may be finding the going tough.  Some students like 

support throughout their school years and others just need a boost from time to time.  These 

supports can make a huge positive difference to how students get on in class and with their 

classmates and teachers.  Ms Kelly, Ms Regan, Ms Lavin and Ms Drinan work with other teachers to 

ensure students can be confident and successful at school.  

 
 

 
Ms Lavin, Ms Drinan and Ms Kelly of the Ed Support Department 
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The School Day 

 

• School starts at 9am. 

• Classes are 40 minutes long. 

• There are 3 classes before the break at 11am. 

• Breaktime lasts 15 minutes.  Get some fresh air.  Bring a snack and a drink and eat it in the 

PE Hall or pop to the canteen to go to the tuck shop. 

• There are 3 more classes up to lunchtime. 

• Lunchtime starts at 1.15pm and is 40 minutes long.  After munching your lunch in the PE 

Hall, it is nice to get some fresh air or take part in some activity or sit and chat with your 

friends. 

• Classes start again at 1.55pm. The last three classes of the day bring us to home time at 

3.55pm. 

• On Wednesdays, school finishes at lunchtime.   

 

We have 6 classes on Wednesdays. Other days have 9.  Wednesday afternoon is a great time to 

break the week, make time for sports and exercise, catch up on projects or homework or just 

generally enjoy a little relaxation! 

 

Have a look at the sample timetable on page 20 and 21 and you can see how it all works. 

 

The school calendar, which tells you what days the school is open, will be available on the school 

website and in your school journal. 
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Subjects and Being Ready for School 

 

How many subjects in First Year? 

First year is a year to get to try out lots of different subjects and get to know a little about your own 

talents and interests.  At the end of first year, students have some choices to make about what they 

will study in second and third year.  Our advice to first years is always to try out every subject to the 

full. Give it your best effort. Have an open mind. Enjoy learning new things.  Students are sometimes 

surprised at the subjects which suit them. 

In first year, the following subjects will be on your timetable: 

English Irish Maths 

French German Science 

History Geography Visual Art, 

PE CSPE SPHE 

Religion Wellbeing Home Economics 

Business Studies Graphics Wood Technology 

Engineering   

 

That’s 19 different subjects! Some will be only once per week and others will be up to 4 times per 

week.  Each class is 40 minutes long. 
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Being Organised 

Buy a BIG school bag!  It is easier to manage with a bag which has some space.  A list of all the books, 

copies and equipment you need will be sent to your parents.   

We recommend a zipped pouch folder for each of your subjects.  That way, you can fit your 

textbook, workbook, copies and equipment for the subject into one pouch and they will be together 

and easy to find.  Some students like to colour-code each subject so that they can find them quickly.    

    Zipped pouches for each subject 

 

It is important to check your timetable each night and change the books in your bag to those you 

need for the next day.  Remember to bring home everything you need for homework and remember 

to get your journal signed!  Your school journal is very important book to have with you and to keep 

up-to-date.  You will be given this on your first day.  Your journal is where you will record homework 

and upcoming events.  It is sometimes used for communication with home.  It is a school rule that it 

must be with you in every class and it must be used daily. 

     The School Journal 

 

 

 

There are lockers for all first-year students and you may store some 

of your books here during the week until you need them again.  

During the day, you can go to your locker before school, at break 

and lunch and after school.  Its best to just carry the books you need 

for the next few classes and leave the rest in your locker. It’s a good 

idea to leave a spare pen and copy in your locker for that one day 

that you leave something at home! 
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Going Digital! 

You are part of an exciting 

development in the school this year 

as you will be using your Lenovo 

devices. Your new Lenovo devices will 

be used in class and at home in most 

subjects.  In the first few weeks of 

school, you will get lots of 

information and training on how best 

to use your device.  

 

 

In our school, we use Microsoft Office.   

 

    Teams is part of Microsoft Office. Teachers use Teams in lots of ways such as for notes, 

sharing videos and homework assignments.  You will be a member of lots of online class teams. This 

will be set up for you.   

 

There are other apps which you will also use such as Word, Excel, Powerpoint, One Note (Class 

Notebook) and Outlook email.  Each student is given an email address and password.  There are IT 

classes in first year to get you started.  
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Sample Timetable 
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This is a picture of a first-year student’s timetable last year. Your timetable will look like this, but 

everything will be in a different order!  

Each box on the timetable shows the subject, the classroom number, the teacher’s name, the code 

for the subject (you won’t need that bit!) and the time of the class. 

 

Can you find the double Visual Art class?    □ 

How many classes of English are there per week?   _________  

Which day has the least number of subjects, apart from Wednesday? _________ 

What classroom was this student based in?    _________  
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Sports and Extra-Curricular 

 

It is undeniable that Schull Community College has an amazing setting by the water and the Fastnet 

Marine Outdoor Education Centre (FMOEC) shares our grounds. This gives incredible opportunity for 

students who like the water. 

We are also lucky to have outdoor space, a garden, a pitch and courts.  Throughout the year, there is 

basketball, soccer, rugby, football and hurling. 

All students had the opportunity to participate in Sports Week in April which focussed on athletics.  

The winners in sprint, hurdles, shot put, long jump, high jump, javelin and discus represented the 

school in the South Munster Schools Athletics competition. 

There are also the non-sporty options such as the STEM club, chess and debating.  The school has 

had great success in environmental award competitions and in the BT Young Scientists competition.  

Science Week recently gave students an opportunity to showcase their projects. 

There are many opportunities open to first year students each year to get involved in fun, interesting 

events and projects.  Keep your eyes open and ears peeled to find out what you can do.  Get 

involved and experience all the school has to offer! 
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We hope you have enjoyed reading our Welcome Booklet. 

 

We hope it will be a handy guide over the summer and on your first few days of school in Schull 

Community College!  Remember to have a look at the college website to get familiar with your new 

place of learning. 

 

What Next? 

Your parents will be informed about the opening dates for school.  In the meantime, you need to get 

your uniform, bag and stationery organised. 

We look forward to meeting you on your first day and answering any questions you have then.  If 

you have any urgent questions, you might like to see if your parents or teachers have the answers 

and, if not, email us.  The office email address is office.schull@corketb.ie 

 

Enjoy the summer!        

The Schull Community College Team 


